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discoloured they may be, they form the state dress of the " upper ten" in Achoh-Iand The women's dress consists of a series of ornaments, for no cloth or covering is worn by them A mass of beads around the neck, artistically arranged so as to form a high collar at the back, similar to those of the Elizabethan period, ears pierced with brass and copper wire, inserted all round the circular lobe, looking rather like a string of hooks and eyes, arms and wrists encased in spiral wire, and a string of beads round the waist, from which hangs in front a tiny fringe of grass-made string, with a similar but much larger fringe hanging down at the back like a tail this constitutes the Acholi women's dress A few of the older women wear a long leathern apron at the back, reaching to about the knees The hair is allowed to grow long, and is matted and twisted after Sudanese fashion Red paint, mixed with fat, is smeared all over the body, and gives a most weird appearance The little girls are similarly adorned, but not so profusely
MORALITY
The precautions taken by the householders to guard against immorality among the young men and women form another striking feature of the Acholi people The young women are shut up in their houses shortly after dark, and the young unmarried men have to live m curiously constructed houses, erected on piles many feet above the ground, the entrance to which consists of a circular hole, not more than a foot in diameter, to reach which they have to climb a rough wooden ladder After the occupants have retired for the night, fine sand is sprinkled round the base of this ladder, the object being to enable t&fcm to detect the slightest footprint of any who might attempt to enter or leave the house This custom has evidently been derived from the Bukedi, as it disappears towards the west of the Achoh country